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Points to Ponder
• What are the common elements found in 

each picture? 

• How can equality become a hindrance to 
students?

• What implications do these pictures have 
for your classroom practices? 
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Surface Culture
● observable elements: food, dress, music, holidays
● low emotional charge
● low anxiety in persons/group

Shallow Culture
● unspoken rules, norms
● courtesy, time, space, eye contact,
● deep cultural values rapport, trust
● strong emotional charge: disrespect, offensive, hostile, mistrust, 

distress, social friction 

Deep Culture
● unconscious assumptions
● understanding of good/bad, spirituality, competition, cooperation
● how we learn information, threats/rewards in the environment
● intense emotional charge



If a curriculum does not respond to a culture, 
then the culture won’t respond to the curriculum. 





Culturally Responsive Brain Rules

1. The brain seeks to minimize 
social threats and maximize 
opportunities to connect

2.  Positive relationships keep   
our safety-threat system in 
check.

3.  Culture guides how we 
process information.

4.     Attention drives learning

5.     New information must 
merge with prior knowledge to 
be learned

6.    The brain grows through 
challenge and stretch for more 
complex thinking/learning.
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   Watch the following clip. 
What elements of the 

Ready for Rigor Framework 
do you see?

https://youtu.be/_uOncGZWxDc?t=196


Let’s give it  a try: Action Thermometer

Read the quote below. Think about whether you agree or 
disagree with the statement.

Technology is the great 
equalizer.





Effective Technology Use 
Makes Learning Accessible

Click on each picture for a teacher tutorial.



Effective Technology Use Makes 
Learning Accessible

Scan to reveal these tools in action!

KamiQuizlet

Kahoot Nearpod Draw and Tell
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Teachers need to make time                                            
to understand who their students are-

not who they wish they were, 
not who they are supposed to be, 

not who the district says they are, 

but who they are.

-Debbie Silver
Teacher, Education Week
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